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EASA Flight Simulation Training Devices Expert Group (EASA FSTD EG)


 Terms of Reference

Preamble
In view of the extension of the EASA remit to include Operations and Licensing certain simulator operators located outside the EASA/JAA Member States, have requested EASA-Certification Flight Standards to support a simulator qualification “Catch-Up” Process against the European standards, to be conducted throughout the year 2008 and until EASA will have full competency for Operations and Licensing. 

This process has been developed to enable the large number of older and not yet JAR-STD/FSTD qualified full flight simulators, located outside EASA Member States’ jurisdiction to train JAA licensed flight crews. Most of these STD/FSTDs are not available in Europe, or only in very limited numbers such that the training needs of the European industry cannot be satisfied.

Qualifications of these devices according to the latest amendment of the JAR-STD/FSTD cannot be achieved due to technical / economical reasons in due time.

At the same time, throughout the year 2008, further 35-40 devices located outside the EASA/JAA area will need full qualification, against JAR-FSTD 1A, Amendment 3/FSTD A.
This activity is at present, a NAA responsibility.

Due to scarce resources in the field with all the European National Aviation Authorities (NAAs), and consequently with EASA, and following the proposal of the simulator operators, in light of the fact that same experts will be involved in both processes that may at times be conducted simultaneously, EASA obtained the acceptance of the FSTD SG, to also retain the coordination function for the full qualifications, throughout the year 2008.

Previously, under the auspices of JAA, all simulator-related activities were supported using the expertise of the JAA FSTD Steering Group (JAA FSTD SG).
In December 2007, anticipating the extension of the EASA scope to cover this field, the FSTD SG ceased its regulatory function.

EASA Certification Flight Standards identified the need of appropriate expertise, in support of the EASA FSTD CUP, therefore, it was agreed that the members of the former JAA FSTD SG will continue to function as a pool of experts (“EASA FSTD EG”), catering for the EASA FSTD CUP, by participating in the process, and by providing appropriate advice and guidance in these matters, to EASA-Certification Flight Standards, until the remit of the Agency will be extended to include Operations and Licensing.

At present, the EASA FSTD CUP extends to full flight simulators located in US/Canada.

Objectives

To participate in the process, and to provide appropriate specialist advice and assistance to the Head of Flight Standards of EASA Certification Directorate, for:

· The conduct of the EASA FSTD CUP;

· The EASA coordination function for full evaluations of simulators located outside the EASA member states;
· Such other tasks that are agreed to be fulfilled at the request of EASA-Certification Flight Standards and of the Expert Group Chairman.
Tasks:

1.  To participate as team-experts into the required simulator evaluations and Quality System audits to be conducted as part of the EASA FSTD CUP. 

2. When requested, to provide EASA-Certification Flight Standards with certification advice related to the EASA FSTD CUP.
3. Provide a forum for the free flow of information regarding progress of the FSTD CUP activity.

4. Ensure that the EASA/JAA FSTD Database/IS is updated, including the results of the CUP activity.
5. Monitoring JSET activities. 
References

· FSTD A/ JAR STD 1A; 2A; 3A; 4A,  and  FSTD H / JAR STD 1H; 2H ; 3H;  
· JAA Administration & Guidance Material Section Six: Synthetic Training Devices; 
· Relevant EASA procedure for the functioning of external groups.
Composition
The EASA FSTD EG will comprise FSTD experts of the European National Authorities, FAA National Simulator Program representative, TC representative, other Authorities as appropriate, relevant EASA representatives.
Industry representatives may attend at the discretion of the Chairman.
Normally, representation on the EG is limited to one member per organization. Additional members from an organization may be permitted as observers/assistants for specific purposes, with the agreement of the Group Chairman.
Meetings
The EG will meet as required, normally three times per year. It is expected that maximum use will be made of modern, efficient communication systems, such as e-mail, etc, thereby minimizing the face-to-face meetings.
Working Methods
· By means of participating as team-experts into the required evaluations and Quality System audits to be conducted as part of the EASA FSTD CUP. 

· By means of meetings and correspondence;

· A Chairperson will be appointed by EASA Certification Flight Standards, to run the meetings and to ensure appropriate reporting to EASA Certification Flight Standards.

· A Secretary will be nominated to produce the Agendas and the Notes of the meetings.
Reporting

· The EASA FSTD EG reports to the Head of Flight Standards of EASA-Certification, through its appointed Chairperson.

· Secretarial activities will be performed by the nominated EASA FSTD EG Secretary.

· The meeting Notes and proposed Agendas are to be sent to the Head of Flight Standards and the EASA FSTD CUP Coordinator.

· Notes of the meetings will be prepared as Drafts, and distributed for comments within 2 weeks from the completion of each meeting.
· All documentation shall be filed and kept available by the EASA FSTD CUP Coordinator. 
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