FAR Part 26 Damage Tolerance Data for Repairs
REMINDER 

The effective date of the FAR Part 26 requirement for damage tolerance data for repairs and alterations is today, 11th January 2008. To help ensure compliance with these requirements please be aware that certain elements of these rules for new approvals require immediate attention by affected TCHs and STCHs.

For repairs and alterations affecting fatigue critical structure:

§ 26.43 Holders of and applicants for type certificates—Repairs.
(f)(3) For repair data published after January 11, 2008, (e.g. in the SRM or an SB) the DT data required by paragraph (c)(3) of this section must be submitted before FAA approval of the repair data.

(f)(4) For unpublished repair data developed after January 11, 2008, the DT data required by paragraph (d)(1) of this section must be submitted within 12 months of the airplane’s return to service or in accordance with a schedule approved by the FAA Oversight Office.

§ 26.45 Holders of type certificates— Alterations and repairs to alterations.

(e)(3) For alteration data approved on or after January 11, 2008, DT data required by paragraph (c)(2) of this section must be submitted before initial approval of the alteration data.
(e)(5) For repair data developed and approved after January 11, 2008, the DT data required by paragraph (d)(2) of this section must be submitted within 12 months after initial approval of the repair data and before making the DT data available to persons required to comply with §§ 121.1109 and 129.109 of this chapter.

§ 26.47 Holders of and applicants for a supplemental type certificate—Alterations and repairs to alterations.
(3) For alteration data developed after  January 11, 2008, the DT data required by paragraph (c)(2) of this section must be submitted before approval of the alteration data and making it available to persons required to comply with §§ 121.1109 and 129.109 of this chapter.
(5) For repair data developed and approved after January 11, 2008, the DT data required by paragraph (d)(2) of this section, must be submitted within 12 months after initial approval of the repair data and before making the DT data available to persons required to comply with §§ 121.1109 and 129.109 of this chapter.
Fatigue critical structure lists are not yet available from TCHs or STCHs, therefore to facilitate compliance with these Part 26 requirements a conservative approach is required. Where there is any doubt as to whether or not the affected structure is fatigue critical a damage tolerance (DT) evaluation should be performed.

In order for EASA, FAA and Operators to identify that the DT data for alterations and repairs approved from today onwards is compliant with Part 26, the compliance and approval documentation should reference the relevant paragraph in the above list of Part 26 requirements, in addition to those of the existing certification basis. This includes approvals made under EASA Part 21 DOA privileges. 
If you have any questions please Email either Richard Minter (EASA Structures focal for Ageing Aircraft) richard.minter@easa.europa.eu or Carla Iorio (EASA PCM coordinator for Ageing Aircraft) carla.iorio@easa.europa.eu
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